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Chapter 1- The Rise of Nationalism in Europe (Cont.) 

 

 

 
 Revise the topic with the help of the following bullet points:- 

 

 4.2 Italy Unified:- 

 During the nineteenth century Italy was divided into seven states. Only 

Sardinia-Piedmont was ruled by an Italian dynasty. 

 Lombardy & Venetia in the north was under the Austrian Habsburg. 

  The central regions were ruled by the Pope. 

 South was under the Bourbon rulers of Spain. 

 Italian language had many local variations. 

 

 During the 1830s, Giuseppe Mazzini tried to form one unitary Italian Republic  

             through secret society called Young Italy.However, revolutionary uprisings of 1830  

            & 1848  in Italy failed. 

 Responsibility fell on Sardinia-Piedmont under ruler Victor Emmanuel II to unify 
Italy through war. 

 For the aristocrats unified Italy meant economic development and political 

dominance. 

Unification movement was led by chief minister of Sardinia, Count Cavour who  

belonged to Italian elite class. 

 Austria was defeated in 1859 by Sardinia-Piedmont in alliance with France. 

War was joined by a voluntary army known as Red Shirts under the leadership of 

freedom fighter Giuseppe Garibaldi. 

 In 1860 the kingdom of the two Sicilies was freed from Spanish control with the 

support of the local peasants.  

   In 1861 Victor Emmanuel was proclaimed king of united Italy. 
 

 Formation of nation-state of  Britain:-  

 Main ethnic groups who inhabited in the British Isles are- English, Scot, Irish 

and Welsh. Each had their political and cultural traditions. 

 After the 18
th

 century, Englis nation grew in wealth, power and importance. 

 British parliament seized power from monarchy in 1688 and was the instrument in 
the formation of nation-state. 

 Act of Union (1707) between England and Scotland created United Kingdom of 

Great Britain. 

 The British Parliament was dominated by English members. 

  Scotland’s culture and political institutions were suppressed. Catholic 

clans in the Scottish Highlands were repressed. 

 They were prohibited from speaking their Gaelic language.  

 Ireland was divided between Catholics and Protestants. 

 Protestants established dominance over majority Catholics in Ireland with English 

help. 

 



 Catholic revolts were suppressed. 

 Ireland was forcibly incorporated into the United Kingdom in 1801. 

 

 British flag (Union Jack), national anthem (God save our noble king) and the English 
language were the symbols of the New Britain. 
 

 5. Visualising the Nation:- 
 

 Nations were portrayed as imaginary female figures by artists. 

 It sought to give the abstract idea of a nation a concrete shape. 

 Allegory: Expression of an abstract idea like greed, envy, freedom or a nation 

through a person or a thing is called allegory. 

  An allegory has two meanings, one literal & one symbolic. 

 During the French Revolution artists represented ideals like liberty through broken 

chain or red cap and justice as a blindfolded woman carrying a weighing scale. 

 Female figure named Marianne was allegory of France while Germania 
became the allegory of German nation. 
 

 6. Nationalism & Imperialism:- 

 

 By the end of nineteenth century nationalism moved away from liberal- 

democratic ideals and became a narrow creed.

 Nationalist groups became intolerant of each other.

 Imperialistic aims of European powers increased.

 

 Nationalist tension in the Balkans:-

 

 Balkans was a region of diverse geographical and ethnic features. 

 It comprised of modern day Romania, Bulgaria, Albania, Greece, Macedonia, 

Croatia, Bosnia- Herzegovina, Slovenia, Serbia and Montenegro. 

 A large part of the Balkans was under the Ottoman Turks. 

 Spread of romantic nationalism in the Balkans and the breaking up of the Ottoman 

Empire led to independence of many Balkan States in the nineteenth century. 

 Balkan states became fiercely jealous of each other and their greed for territory 

increased. 

 European powers- Russia, Germany, England, and Austro-Hungary 

wanted to extend its own control over the Balkans. 

 Conflict among the Balkan people for independent identity and the rivalry among 

the European powers for trade, colony, naval and military might ultimately led to 

the First World War. 

 Conclusion:- 

 European imperial domination started to be opposed by the colonies from 

nineteenth century. 
 People developed their own specific variety of nationalism. 

 

 

 QUESTION BANK: Students to solve the questions given below:-  

 

 I. Very Short questions (1 mark) : 

  

  1. What were the symbols of the New Britain? 

  2. Name few countries that comprised the Balkan region.   
 



  II. Short answer questions (3 marks): 

 

   3. Discuss the political condition of the Italian states before its unification. 

   4. How was the process of building of nation-state in Britain unlike the rest of Europe?    

  

  III. Long answer type questions (5 marks): 

 

5. How was Italy unified? 

6. Give an account on the process of unification of Britain. 

  7. How nations were visualized in the eighteenth & nineteenth centuries? Explain  

       with two suitable examples.  

  8. “By the last quarter of the nineteenth century nationalism no longer retained its   

         idealistic liberal-democratic sentiment, but became a narrow creed with limited  

        ends.” Explain. 

OR, 

         Why did nationalist tensions emerge in the Balkans?  

  9. How did the Balkan crisis lead to the First World War?  
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